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The Off ic ia l  Newslet ter  of  the Lafayette Lancer Band Boosters 

Lafayette Lancer Regiment 

SWEEPS GSL 
The night of October 23rd found Lafayetteôs marching band huddled in the stands, 
gamely cheering on the football team in the mudfest against CBC.  By 8:00 the next 
morning, they were back up at school for the final rehearsal before they left for the 
Greater St. Louis Marching Band Festival. 

In July, the band came together for the first time to learn Bollywood, the 2009 
marching band show.  Many of the kids had never marched before, yet slowly, ever 
so slowly, the steps came together.  From the week long band camp, through endless 
hours of drills and ñtortureò and sore feet, through torrential downpours, ridicu-
lously hot weather, bitter cold and sweeping pestilence,  the kids worked and 
worked.  The directors prodded and threw their hats. They encouraged and, per-
haps, bribed.  And as a team, they all worked towards the one dayðthe one competi-
tion where they would march onto the professional field at the Edward Jones Dome 
and play. 

Referred to as the ñCadillac of competitions,ò GSL brings together 48 of the regions 
top bands to compete head to head.  The bands and guard teams pull out all the 
stops to bring the audience the top performance of the year.  This year was no differ-
ent.   

Competing in the Red Division this year, Lafayette stepped on to the field to the 
quiet expectation of the audience.  Which trumpet player would trip?  Could they 
actually complete the intricate routine?  Would someone 
else come down with the swine flu?  As the first notes 
sounded, the audience was drawn into the musical and 
visual extravaganza we call Bollywood.   

Though results would not come until much later in the 
evening, the band knew they had done a great job and the 
smiles and pride showed they were winners.  Still, when 
9:45 p.m. rolled around and drum major, Christian 
Pierce, marched onto the field for awards, everyone was 
sitting on pins and needles.  As the announcements of 
awards came in, the kids went wild!  Everything they 
worked for was handed to them and they were confirmed 
#1 Regiment in their Division! 

OUTSTANDING MUSIC PERFORMANCE 

OUTSTANDING VISUAL PERFORMANCE 

OUTSTANDING GENERAL EFFECT PERFORMANCE 

FIRST PLACE GREATER ST. LOUIS BAND FESTIVAL 

 GREAT JOB REGIMENT!  WE LOVE YOU!  
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Star Sectionals 

Clarinets 

Johanna Wilson, Lizzie Frisella, Erin McCarthy, 

Stephanie Espenschied, Lauren Hogan, Snowbia 
Barnes, Ryan Park, Brian Cantanzaro 

Sax and Mellophone 

Celia Baldwin, Caitlin Weible, Austin 
Stuart, Mihir Parthasarathy, Alex Kasper, 
Eric Pasco, Troy Bray, Jenny Helderle, 
Donny Schene, George Fang, Shivesh 
Kabra, Epharra Mendoza, Bianca 
Sorensen, Maddi Cano, Kelli Murden, 
Daniel Lamers, Rich Chen, Matt Chub 

Drum Major 

Christian Pierce 

Back Field Conductor 

Kirstin Wintermute 

Percussion-Pit 

Nate Thorley, Sam St. Clair, Alex Rich, Luke 
James, Sonja Glaser, Sarah Helderle, Lindsey 
Renner, Andrew Countryman, Holly Fisher 


